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dear sussex county chamber members:

in keeping with tradition, i am pleased to share a
few words with my fellow chamber members as i
accept the honor of serving as this year’s chairman.

as i reflect upon the talented, dedicated men and
women who have chaired this great organization in the past,
i am pleased to have the opportunity to be included in such good
company. With sincere appreciation i thank Lidia Zdunek of
Lakeland bank for the outstanding job she did as the 2022
chairwoman of the board of trustees.

Given this opportunity to express my thoughts tonight, i would be
remiss not to express my appreciation to tammie and her team.
tammie, for the seamless manner in which you attend to the
countless details of this organization, i compliment and applaud you.

as a sussex county employer and business owner, i appreciate the
positive impact that the faithful support of residents and businesses
has had on all our businesses in strengthening sussex county. i
encourage you to continue supporting the members of our chamber
and our wonderful local businesses which fuel our local economy.

to our newest members, welcome. i thank you for your support and
look forward to working with you. to our long standing members, i
remain grateful for your dedication and partnership in building a
strong and sustainable sussex county. to all my friends and partners,
please accept my sincere gratitude for allowing me the honor to serve
as this year's chairman.

sincerely, 

Thomas Ryan

from the desk of 
the chairman of the board
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I was thrilled to see so many of you ready to return

to networking after the holidays at the first Business

to Business breakfast of 2023 held this month on

Valentine's Day. The parking lot at the Lafayette

House was packed! It's nice to finally be returning to

the often taken for granted phrase of “business as

usual.” I am pleased that so many of our members

recognize the importance of these face-to-face gatherings in creating

professional connections, building relationships, and growing their

businesses. 

The Chamber will keep providing these opportunities; to network, to

learn, to connect you to the resources and referrals you need to thrive

and succeed. And I appreciate your commitment to keeping the

Chamber strong so we can continue our work to advocate for local

businesses and strengthen the business community. The Chamber of

Commerce wouldn’t be what it is today without your membership and

dedication to our mission.

Together, let's keep Sussex County's growth at the forefront of our

minds throughout this year. I want to see our community continue to

lead, innovate, and collaborate for a better future. We have always

said that Sussex County is a great place to live, work and play. I'd like

to add another word to that sentence; Sussex County is a great place

to live, work, play and prosper.” The Chamber is proud to be your

partner.

2023 President’s messaGe
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2023 officers

thomas n. ryan, chairman of the board of trustees
Jamie Lacouture, Vice chairwoman of the board of trustees

mike richards, secretary of the board
deena smith, treasurer of the board

Lidia Zdunek, Past chairwoman of the board of trustees
tammie horsfield, President

Lidia Zdunek, chairwoman of the board of trustees
thomas n. ryan, Vice chairman of the board of trustees

mike richards, secretary of the board
Jamie Lacouture, treasurer of the board

buffie dobbs, Past chairwoman of the board of trustees
tammie horsfield, President

2023 board of trustees
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Perry bonadies
bear brook Valley

Jackie espinoza
JcP&L a firstenergy corp.

stephen flynn
newton medical center

atlantic health

beth hofgesang
arthur J Gallagher 

risk management services inc.

Jamie Lacouture
thorlabs, inc.

Gus modla
sussex county technical school

michael richards
sussex county fairgrounds

thomas n. ryan
Laddey, clark & ryan, LLP

deena smith
first hope bank

stuart s. Wagner
mills & defilippis, cPa, LLP

Lidia Zdunek
Lakeland bank
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Tonight’s Menu
saLad

harVest saLad
seasonal greens with candied walnuts, dried cranberries, gorgonzola, 

and roasted butternut squash in a pomegranate vinaigrette

entrée choices

Prime rib
Garlic and salt-crusted with a natural au jus served 

with asparagus & confetti fingerling potatoes

bear brook chicken 
french cut breast with bronzed artichokes and oyster mushrooms 

in a lemon shallot pinot grigio sauce served with wild rice pilaf & broccolini

roasted red snaPPer 
over a coconut mango rice topped with tomato jam

PortobeLLo WeLLinGton 
a gourmet mushroom blend wrapped in a puff pastry, 

topped with truffle oil and accompanied by a gorgonzola cream sauce

dessert bar

i

i
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Douglas H. Laird (1980)

William Curcio (1980-82)

William Faust (1983-84)

Rober t Swetnam (1985)

James Collins (1986)

Paul Viall (1987)

Mary “Joan” Riccardi (1988)

Richard Clark (1989)

Chr istopher  Lynch (1990)

Br ian Fitzpatr ick (1991)

Ronald Dolfi (1992)

William Connor  (1993)

Raymond Cordts (1994)

Cooper  Morr is (1995)

Patr icia Hubacek (1996)

Rober t E. McCracken (1997)

David R. Oakley (1998)

Linda Conrad (1999)

Mark Avondoglio (2000)

Jacob J . Smith (2001)

Glenn Lewis (2002)

Tammy Case (2003)

Tony Torre (2004)

Elenora L. Benz (2005)

Bradley M. Gottfr ied (2006)

Suzanne Sowinski (2007)

Deborah Bifulco (2008)

Thomas Madsen (2009-2010)

Kathie Coleman (2011)

Tom Tate (2012)

Rober t Nicholson, III (2013)

Don Hall (2014-2015)

Angelo J . Bolcato (2016)

Jackie Espinoza (2017)

Jennifer  Gardner  (2018)

T Love (2019-2020)

Buffie Dobbs (2021)

Lidia Zdunek (2022)

Past chairs of the board of trustees
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This EvEning’s Program

Cocktails & Hors D’oeuvres

6:00 pm - 7:30 pm

Beginning at 7:30 pm

Seating of Guests & Welcome

Flag Salute

Introduction of Dignitaries & Past Chairs

Tammie Horsfield, Chamber President

President’s Message

Champagne Toast

Introduction of Incoming Chairman

Chairman’s Remarks 
Thomas N. Ryan, Laddey, Clark & Ryan, LLP

Introduction of 2023 Board of Trustees

Program Closing

A special thank you
to the Sussex County Youth Orchestra 

and our pianist this evening, Alan Tedesco.

Thank you for joining us this evening!



Thank you To
our sPonsors!

ames rubber corP.
crunch fitness
LakeLand bank

neWton medicaL center
nisiVoccia

oLinski LaW
oPtimum

rock isLand Lake cLub
united methodist communities 

at bristoL GLen

ChamPagnE sPonsor

CanDy buFFET sPonsors

ComForT loungE sPonsor

TablE sPonsors

EnTErTainmEnT sPonsors

CoCkTail hour sPonsor

DEssErT sPonsors
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grEETings From This EvEning’s

TablE sPonsors.. .
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